College Park Quarterly Meeting--Fall 2010

Attachments to the minutes
1.   Nominating Committee report (see separate attachment)

2.   Worship-Sharing queries

QUERIES FOR WORSHIP SHARING ABOUT LEADINGS

--Have you ever experienced a “divine leading”?  What happened?

--Can you describe a personal experience of “way opening”, when you took a chance and followed something that felt right, even when you couldn’t see to the end of it?

--Can you tell about a time when you failed to do something that you knew was right, and then wished later you’d done it?

--Friends have developed ways of testing leadings.  Has anyone helped you test a leading of yours?

3. Archivist Report

CPQM Archivist Report to Fall, 2010, Quarterly Meeting
     At its Winter, 2010, session, CPQM approved a minute requesting that San Francisco Monthly Meeting provide space for storage of CPQM archival records (Minute 2010-Winter-2).  Befitting the definition of Archives as being of value in the far future, progress has been slow, though significant.  No archives are stored in San Francisco yet, but we are closer to doing it.  After meeting with Bruce Folsom and Steve Leeds of San Francisco Meeting, an agreement was worked out to place 3 filing cabinets of CPQM records in the Meetinghouse basement library room.  San Francisco business meeting has approved the agreement.

     Also in this room are books donated to a regional Quaker reference library, a concern carried by Bruce Folsom.  The juxtaposition of Quarterly records and literature on wider Friends’ history may prove of benefit to both.

     Since Spring quarterly session, a new job description for the CPQM archivist has been written and sent to Nominating Committee.  A list of the types of records to be stored in the archives was drafted. This list is divided into broad categories of: Records of Quarterly gatherings, Non-gathering Quarterly records, Monthly Meeting records of, Corporation records, and Individual Friends’ biographical information of importance to Quarterly history.  As the archives accumulate in volume, the list will be organized into categories of (1) always keep, (2) possibly keep, and (3) never store in CPQM archives.  While paper records are likely to comprise the bulk of the archives, proper conservation of photographs and electronic records will be initiated.

     At Pacific Yearly Meeting, discussion with the PYM archivist, David Morse, led to mutual agreement that the history of PYM deserves to be better represented in publications and meetings of the Friends Historical Association
 and similar organizations. For example, at this year’s Conference of Quaker Historians and Archivists,
 there were no presentations by or about Western unprogrammed Friends. We are also concerned that PYM archives kept at Whittier College be properly curated and available for study.  

     It should be acknowledged that much of the motivation to improve CPQM recordkeeping is due to the long efforts of Tom King to preserve the history of College Park Association of Friends and San José Meetinghouse.  It is hoped that Tom will continue to be involved as long as he is able, and that others who care for the histories of individual Meetings will join in this effort. 

     While the most common use of church archives is for genealogical research, and we certainly want to make sure that records of membership, births, marriages and deaths within CPQM’s meetings are retained, the present archivist is a storyteller, not an actuary.  Of still greater interest than when and where an event of note occurred is the story of who did it, why they did it, and how they came to be in that place at that time to do it.  These stories, when we find them, should be distributed widely, as a means of telling ourselves and others about the people known as Friends.
-Eric Sabelman


 http://www.haverford.edu/library/fha/welcome.html

 http://www.guilford.edu/about_guilford/services_and_administration/library/fhc/cqha/2010Program.html
4.   Cluster Meetings

CPQM Fall 2010 sessions--Report on cluster gatherings discussions

After our cluster gatherings interest group at the spring quarter, there followed some discussion about prospects for a group of cluster gatherings to be held in place of the winter quarter in 2011.  The group of us asked to consider this possibility came to the view that it would be a better step to hold the winter quarter as planned, and instead organize a few cluster gatherings that might be held independent of the quarterly gathering, perhaps in March.  A few meetings [Chico, Davis] are now in discussion about holding such cluster gatherings, and we invite others to consider doing this.  As you will recall, the cluster gathering idea is to organize a day long or weekend long gathering of friends in a small “neighborhood’ region [easy travel distance] to share concerns and interests.  A teen program might be organized, a speaker might be scheduled, successful [or unsuccessful] meeting undertakings might be shared, worship and educational activities might be offered.  We hope other meetings will explore this possibility for stronger regional connections.

--Jim Anderson

5.   Panel on “Finding and following the Inner Light”

The inner light: finding it, following it--Jim Anderson
There are a lot of things related to this topic that we won’t have time to talk about.  Is the inner light a mystic illumination or a call to action?  Is it a human capacity or an act of God?  Is it Christ or a universal experience with many names?  How close is our modern liberal approach in understanding the inner light, to the meaning early friends gave their experience?  Is the inner light the same as conscience, and if not, how do we distinguish them?  In my experience, Quakers don’t incline to talk about these things too much, and I’m glad we at least for this brief time will try to explain our experience to one another, giving it words and being opened by the words of others.
Why do we take the trouble to do this? We are trying to be true to life, to find words for it, to speak to ourselves and others.   We seek to give an account of ourselves.  These words are not just descriptors, but tools. We are not passive recipients of the world but partners in its creation—our inner as well as our outer world.   We inherit and construct a faith and hang our life on it, or see our life through it.  The stars can guide us, but we need the ordering images of the constellations to receive their guidance.  This is to say, I believe talking about the inner light is a constructive activity that can serve us all; it can strengthen and center our community; it can help us explain to our children what we are about.

Inner Light: 
What is it?  I think the term refers to one case of a general, very widespread, experience of religious people throughout history.  There seems to be a human capacity to directly and personally become aware of transcendent reality, in the western tradition usually termed God.  The history of mysticism describes many varieties of this experience, but the Quaker tradition gave a certain shape to this, situated as it was in the Christian tradition.  Inner light was not a term used by the earliest Friends, and their use of “the light” or “inward light” seems to have had a variety of meanings but typically was linked in some way to Christ.  For many modern liberal friends who have little experience of the meaning of Christ, it is not surprising that powerful experiences of a religious sort may not be “Christ” experiences.  I would say, though, that the sense we liberal friends make of the “inner light” is still shaped by this Christian tradition: the light is a “revelation,” it illuminates dark parts of our selves in need of change, it awakens fresh possibilities of growth, it call us/leads/commands us to participate in creation of peace and justice in the world.  These are strongly Judeo-Christian themes, whether we name them as such or not.  These categories shape our experience of the inner light [in ways different from a Hindu or Buddhist.]   I do not believe there is “unmediated” experience of the divine.  I believe that as “created” beings we rely upon our language, experience, physical, cognitive, religious structures, to give meaning to experience.  The “light” comes to us, but we can only “see“ it with the eyes we have.   Without a language, we cannot speak and make meaning, even to ourselves.  Sustaining, enriching, revising a language adequate to the encounter with the transcendent is one responsibility of a religious community.  We should be giving more attention to this.

Finding it:

     The condition of receiving the inner light might be described as a transparency of self that opens to the “Godness” of the world.  How do we manage this condition?

     As a young boy, I occasionally went into the woods with my father on hunting trips.  Often we brought nothing back but I learned something about this “transparency.”  We would sit still.  This meant preventing my fidgeting [inner and outer] from standing between me and this subtle, mysterious world going on around me.  Many of our practices as friends involve this practicing stillness—but what is it?  I understand this effort not as an attempt to abandon our human capacities, for thought, feeling, imagination, memory—but to make them transparent.  I think our humanity is God’s way in—though our smaller self may exploit these capacities and close them off to their greater receptivity.  So as a boy I tried to sit still to see and hear something bigger, to let this wondrous world in.

     But this was not all there was to the finding.  Even when I did manage this stillness, what I saw and heard was not obvious in its meaning.  What was I experiencing, and what did it mean?  How to discern the bits and pieces now available to me?  Was it some living thing?  Some great living reality?  I think I learned to sometimes distinguish the squirrel, but some deeper discernment led me to hear a world I wanted more to wonder at and love than to enter with killing. Did this “leading” come from inside or out?  Through thought or sentiment?  Was I even aware of it at the time?

     I have had a few remarkable and unexplainable religious experiences in my life, but to be honest, they are not as important to me as the small and growing awareness of the pervasive presence of God in every moment—of the calling to live into my life with a readiness to respond in the everyday.  Maybe I am a “valley’ Quaker rather than a mountaintop Quaker, and I’m happy with this.  My way of finding the light is sitting still and paying attention, even as I go about my business.

Following it: 

     Since we often think of following the light in relation to leadings, and to action, let me suggest a distinction that has come to me recently.  We know the two great commandments: to love god and to love neighbor.  I do not have a sense of God as a person I can love as I love my wife and children—I have tended to think that loving God was accomplished by loving neighbor, a kind of honoring “that of God” in others was the satisfaction of this first commandment.  I see things differently now.  And here is how this relates to my understanding of “following the light.”

     Sometimes our metaphor of light suggests a beam.   We can follow that beam either to the source, or to that which is illuminated.  The first—following to the source-- I now associate with an awareness of the beauty and preciousness of my gift of living, of the world and people around me, an affection and gratitude for all that is given, not for its benefit to me, but in itself.  I feel that within, behind all things in this world is a mysterious, sustaining presence that is the source of all, including my small and quickly passing life.  To give myself to this experience, to stand before it and offer my love and my gratitude, is for me one way of following the light, of walking in it.  It seems somewhat action-less, but even this “following” has implications for action: I dig in the earth, feed the birds, chop wood.

     As to what is illuminated, mine is fundamentally an ethical response, my inclinations always to sense the “charge” [in both senses] in pullings toward service to others, particularly those suffering injustice or violence.  In immediate and personal terms, I sometimes manage to overcome my selfishness and follow the call to offer a kind word or ask forgiveness.  In peace work, I wrestle with what is worth the time, what some inner directing is calling for, what some outer opportunity claims.  I even struggle with the tension between working in the garden and working for peace, as if two competing “lights” are at work—maybe calling for my own active answering.  Following, I think, is not free of deciding, choosing, even if it is deciding who to talk to, when to sit still.   

     I would say, in connecting these two, that [to use the biblical phrases] loving your neighbor cannot be done without loving God.  By this I mean that a wholehearted embrace of the world, a love and gratitude for life, must in some degree “inform” the loving act directed toward another.   Acts are not just physical behaviors, but are constituted in part by inner meanings, our beliefs and sentiments.  I think we must love and accept the world in order to change it.  Our mystic and prophetic sides need each other.   

     In seeking truth we seek to experience the world as it is, and must cultivate the capacity to imagine that it may not be as it seems.  What is the nature and role of this inner light?  It may sometimes bowl us over, like a breaking wave; but we may also sense it like the almost imperceptible movement of the tide.  Both are still the ocean, moved by the sun and the moon, the energies of light and gravity, themselves expressions of that mystery—beyond all knowing--in which we live and move and have our being.

6.   CPFEA Report

College Park Friends Educational Association (CPFEA) report Fall 2010

      The call to gather at Sierra Friends Center this weekend asks us to consider how we find the inner light, and how we follow it once it is found.  What a perfect theme for considering the work that goes on all year here at Sierra Friends Center, through the Woolman Semester, the summer camps and the internship program.  As new individuals arrive here to participate, they are asked to look within to find themselves, and to think hard, with others, about how to bring what they find there to the world at large.  As we join, encourage and support those who come here as students, campers, and interns, I think each staff member, teacher, community member and board member is also encouraged to seek those deeper truths.  And so we continue to build the various communities that make up Sierra Friends Center.

      The Woolman Semester is the community of teens and the adults who work with them who spend a semester defining and living their goals for learning about peace, justice and sustainability.  Recently, Friends Journal published an article by Peace Studies teacher Angelina Conti, describing the building of community that is integral to the work of the semester program.  Her discussion of the Woolman Semester as a teaching and learning community so clearly reflects the goals and the successes of the program that I am going to quote her here:

“Calling this a teaching and learning community] allows for the fact that, while some of us are here as adult "teachers" and others as teenage "students," we are all teaching and learning from each other all the time. When we travel on field trips or intensives we carry the skills and values of community with us. It is the vehicle for all of our adventures together, the foundation of our movable classroom.  Describing Woolman as a teaching and learning community also suggests that community is something we are teaching and learning here, along with environmental science, global issues, art, nonviolent communication, and peace studies. Places like Woolman become laboratories for learning skills for community life. I say laboratories because community is not something that can be learned from a textbook or through memorization, though there are many good books you could read about the topic. It must be experienced, experimented with, lived out. As in any laboratory, sometimes our experiments in life at Woolman produce the most amazing, surprising, and life-giving results, and sometimes we make a huge mess. In all instances, however, learning takes place.”

      That sums up the beautiful success of the Woolman Semester; by bringing together the building of community and the deep learning about subjects so dear to the hearts of all of us, students and others are changed by their discussions, their explorations, and the community that is created.  At the same time, we have been disappointed that more students have not taken up the opportunity to learn in this way.  After several semesters of growth in student numbers, this semester enrollment has dropped from 18 students last fall to 12 students this semester.  Board and staff are taking a hard look at the outreach, the impact of the broader economy and the need to secure the sustainability of the program itself.

      Sierra Friends Camp brings together campers to inspire individuals to value nature, value themselves, and value others in order to build a more peaceful and just world. Campers are nurtured and challenged by engaging in outdoor adventures, artistic exploration, and play in the Sierra foothills. Together we create a camp that supports self-discovery, unity with nature, and community in the spirit of Friends.  The Educational Policy and Programs committee is considering how to more effectively integrate this program into the overall goals of Sierra Friends Center and to build bridges that will encourage campers to later become Woolman Semester students and to continue and deepen their connection to the community.

      This summer I finally had the opportunity to spend the week at Family Work Camp, another aspect of the Sierra Friends community, and my daughters and I plan to return next summer.  What the seven year olds remember best, besides the cows, was that I found the first clue for our scavenger hunt team (Mom is a hero!) and that two girls crawling under the table in the computer lab found another elusive clue (so even the smaller ones have a valuable role to play).  Here, as in all aspects of Sierra Friends Center, a community is formed that shapes those who participate and each individual then takes with them into the world a piece of what they found here.

      In preparation for the growth of our programs, we created the Woolman Community Intern Program in the Fall of 2009.  The interns provide support for the Woolman Semester and Sierra Friends Camps in many ways, including expanding our outreach efforts. Now in its second year, the intern program had over 40 applicants for 8 positions.  We are exploring ways for this vital program to continue to flourish and looking at possibilities to expand its capacity to contribute more to our financial sustainability. 

      In addition to increasing our outreach efforts, we have increased our program visibility and outreach effectiveness by updating our website and presence in social networking sites.  We are also considering modifications to the semester curriculum, possibly including math and foreign language, consistent with other semester programs.  In addition, we have a proposal to augment Sierra Friends Camp with a summer Leadership Camp for 14 to 16 year olds, which would provide a more direct bridge between camp and the Woolman Semester. 

      Faculty and staff changes: One new teacher has joined the Woolman Semester faculty this fall.  His name is Jacob Holzberg-Pill.  He moved here from the East Coast, and brings a wealth of knowledge and enthusiasm to campus.  He is teaching Environmental Science, and has an MS in Environmental Science. 

Kathy Runyan has become the Advancement Director; it is new for Sierra Friends Center to have development staff and her appointment has allowed for much more consistency and focus on development.    We hired Henry Freeman as development consultant and Kathy, Dorothy Henderson and clerk of development Cindy Trueblood have worked closely with Henry and deeply appreciate his contribution to focusing our work on both the spiritual and practical aspects of fundraising.  We are grateful that he has offered to continue working with us pro-bono through the end of this year because he is inspired by the Woolman Semester.  This work has allowed for greater recognition of the joy found in building relationships with donors as partners who share our passion for the mission and vision  manifested through the Sierra Friends Center programs.

      In addition to increasing our outreach efforts, we have increased our program visibility and outreach effectiveness by updating our website and presence in social networking sites.  We are also considering modifications to the semester curriculum, possibly including math and foreign language, consistent with other semester programs.  In addition, we have a proposal to augment Sierra Friends Camp with a summer Leadership Camp for 14 to 16 year olds, which would provide a more direct bridge between camp and the Woolman Semester. 

Board and finances
      Since we last joined you at a quarterly meeting, the CPFEA Board of Directors has focused its discussions and energy on the real work of fiscal sustainability.  To that end, we have, as a Board, committed to budgets that not only live within the means of our current fundraising efforts (which are, as you all know, significant for an organization this size) but also can begin to reduce the overall debt burden under which we operate.  Among the steps we have already taken: reductions in the personnel costs through elimination of positions and some reduced FTEs or full-time equivalents, and continued attention to living (and working) simply.  The reduction in FTEs has necessitated involving volunteers, community members, and interns more fully in the program, but this has resulted in a deeper connection to the work of Sierra Friends Center and has contributed to building greater community.

      However, recognizing that these steps alone will not reduce our debt and acknowledging that our program must be flexible enough to weather the ups and downs of enrollment in tough economic times, we have also launched a very significant Board/staff conversation about program design.  This effort, which is being co-led by Dorothy Henderson with Board Member Kathy Goddard as clerks of the Educational Policy and Programs committee, will lead us to explore ways to further restructure our program, as needed, to ensure that we continue to grow, while seriously attending to the debt-income ratio.

      Through all of this, we continue to rely on the significant personal contributions from members of this quarter and friends across California and elsewhere.  We thank all of you for your support, and welcome you as part of the community that is Sierra Friends Center.

7.   Finance Committee report (see separate attachment)

8.   Treasurer’s report (see separate attachment)

9.   Ministry and Oversight:  2010 State of the Meeting Reports Overview

College Park Quarterly Meeting

2010 State of the Meeting Reports

Overview

It is sometimes said that when you’ve seen one Friends Meeting, you’ve seen them all.  Of course, there is some limited truth to this remark.

Once past the basics, though, our monthly meetings showed an interesting diversity in this year’s State of the Meeting reports.  For starters, the process of creating them varied, with the full meeting engaged in some instances, and a committee, or simply a presiding clerk, writing the report in others.  

There are twenty eight meetings and worship groups in the College Park Quarter.  Special interests seemed to emerge in twos and threes.  Two or three meetings spoke of involvement in the Alternatives to Violence Program (AVP), and two or three were explicit in their enthusiasm about the new Youth Programs Coordinator (YPC). There is an active group of Quaker students on campus in Palo Alto. Several meetings spoke of focusing on outreach, using the Quaker Quest protocols, or participating in interfaith activities in town.  Other meetings were a little more inward, struggling with building issues, or nurturing their own community of faith with one-day or weekend retreats, including “wildly funny talent shows”.  Friendly Eight suppers in individual homes, book-club potlucks, and Bible sharing sessions contribute. 

Nine meetings mentioned their young children, and the need to hire support for First Day School Programs is mentioned by two. Another two or three hire help in managing their buildings.  Davis and San Francisco have mid-week worship, but few Friends are able to attend.  One or two meetings mentioned war tax resistance. Gay marriages were ceremonialized in two or three meetings again this last year.  Memorial services took place, too, and pastoral care was one of the more common themes, especially in two meetings made up mostly of older Friends..

Only Sacramento spoke of a lot of communal peace and justice work, though nine or ten are involved in services for the homeless and other programs.  Visalia sounded full of energy in sharing their buildings and gardens with other church groups and with Quaker Oaks Farm next door. Like several other meetings, they have also been developing their archives in an intentional way.   Reno’s report was one of the more interesting, as they admitted to struggling with communication stresses within.  Santa Cruz and Palo Alto Friends reported that theological diversity has been a hard challenge this year, as Friends stretch to trust and embrace all seekers.  

The commonality that makes Quaker meetings everywhere similar is the committed search for truth, for peace, for loving community.  Most of our SoM reports referred to these basics. Nine spoke of appreciation for meeting for worship.   There is a desire for better familiarity with the testimonies, and for deeper growth of the Spirit. 

Half a dozen meetings didn’t send in a report and may have had good reasons.  In no case was it clear whether the completed reports are used locally in developing objectives for the next year. They are used by M&O Committees of both Quarterly and Yearly Meeting in planning themes and programs for the gatherings.

Prepared by Elizabeth Boardman, CPQM Ministry and Oversight Committee, October 2010 









CPQM SoM Summary 2010

10. Giving and Receiving More in Meeting for Worship

GIVING AND RECEIVING MORE IN MEETING FOR WORSHIP
Both Friends of long standing and newcomers to unprogrammed worship often seem unaware of the magnitude of the task they have undertaken.  After years of weekly hours of silence, old Friends develop routine habits of thought and a sense that every hour of worship is the same.  Newcomers are perplexed by an absence of guidance and unsure of what should be happening to them when surrounded by seemingly withdrawn people just sitting there.

In fact, an hour of unprogrammed worship is an event that happens nowhere outside Quaker meetings.  It defies conventional definitions of religious practice, being both institutionalized and open to immediate movement by the Spirit.  Quaker worship is a paradoxical merger of thoughtful examination of the reality of one’s experience, and unrestrained upwelling of the Presence that underlies our being.

Or, this is what Quaker worship could be.  How can we make it so?

PREPARATION

Most of what can be said in words about Quaker worship – as is true for all kinds of meditative and mystical practice – concerns how to prepare oneself.  The essence of preparation is letting go: leave your daily routine (at least for a while), unfocus your mind (or focus on something that frees you from distractions), move your consciousness from the busy, verbal, problem-solving part of your brain to a wordless awareness that ordinarily is suppressed.  Concentrate on your breathing. Center yourself.  Do whatever works for you.

GIVING MORE

There are two facts about Quaker worship that we seldom speak of or explore.  First, it is done in company, not alone.  You may meditate alone (even in a group) and even Friends may come together in a group without being in worship.  In such cases, you remain isolated, your individuality intact.  In Quaker worship, you give your self to the collective search for a real connection to the Spirit.  Even if you do not feel totally involved, you are: your presence contributes to the whole.  You can do more: you can give unspoken encouragement to all who are there with you.  You can welcome them as they arrive, calm them if they are agitated, uplift them if they are low – you do this silently, using skills you did not know you had.  What you are doing is exercising your capacity to love.

The second fact is that your beliefs do not matter.  Your beliefs may lie at either extreme of the Quaker spectrum – your concept of God may be Biblical, or you cannot conceive of a God at all.  Neither will help you enter into worship.  Your beliefs come from your history of accumulation and assessment of knowledge – they are old news, and you are living in a fleeting moment pregnant with new revelation. For the time being, give up all your beliefs, even the belief that something will happen during this hour of worship.  Be open to whatever rises up in you – put a name to the source later, if you can.

RECEIVING MORE

We easily assume that the object of Quaker worship is to receive an inspirational message or a leading to take action in the world. Both are possible, but are by-products of your individual interpretation of a glimpse of truth.  Another assumption is that we should benefit by the experience of worship – getting more than we give; this assumption is a barrier to accepting that one’s own benefit is not the most important thing. Rather than sit in anticipation of receiving a rare gift, why not wait for a vision of truth less exceptional and so more recognizable? If we keep ourselves in verbal, action mode, we will miss or reject a gift that does not match our expectations. Unlike the conventions of churchly prayer, asking God for forgiveness -- or any other gift we think we need -- is peripheral at best to Quaker worship; all that you could pray for is already known to the Spirit.  And the Spirit is generous with its gifts; it’s just that our inner hands must be open to accept them, whatever form they take.

The question “How can we make it so?” cannot be answered.  There are no guarantees in silent worship. If your worship is fruitful – yielding a rich harvest to be “gathered” – you will know it.  If not, then you know another truth: that a gathered Meeting is an unearned gift offered though grace.     --Eric E. Sabelman, October, 2010
11(A). Teen Program report 
TEEN EPISTLE
On Friday, the teens reunited at our business meeting to form Community Guidelines for this quarter and to discuss the events for this weekend.  After this, we spent the rest of the evening chatting and reconnecting with friends.  After Saturday breakfast, we gathered for roll call at Opening Plenary.  After Plenary, we enjoyed an intense game of soccer before an interesting and empowering worship-sharing.  During lunch, some teens engaged in chat boxes with adults and heard interesting opinions from wise members of the community.  Afterward, we chopped and stacked wood for our service project.  Then, we listened to Dorothy [Henderson] describe Woolman and the fun opportunities it provides.  Some teens also shared their Woolman experiences.  We really enjoyed inter-generational games with the children’s program and some adults.  Overall, we loved Fall Quarterly at Sierra Friends Center.
11(B).  Lunch table “chat boxes” offered by the teens

LUNCH TABLE “CHAT BOXES” OFFERED BY THE TEENS

Quakers and God:

What did you think about God growing up?

How have you experiences God in your life?

What has Quakerism taught you about God?

What questions do you still have about God?

Quakers and the Bible:

What were you taught about the Bible when you were growing up?

What is your experience with the Bible in your life?

What has Quakerism taught you about the Bible?

What questions do you still have about the Bible?

Quakers and Conflict:

What were you taught about handling conflict growing up?

What has been your experience of conflict in your life?

What has Quakerism taught you about conflict?

What questions do you still have about handling conflict?

Quakers and Equality:

What did you grow up thinking that equality meant?

If that has changed for you, how?

What has Quakerism taught you about equality?

What questions do you still have about equality?

Quakers and Peace:

What did you think or were you taught about the idea of peace growing up?

How have you experienced peace in your life?

What has Quakerism taught you about peace?

What questions do you still have about peace?
12. Children’s Program report
CHILDREN’S PROGRAM REPORT

In the Children’s Program, there were many activities that we enjoyed.  A few things we did were making beeswax candles and candle jars.  We also helped in the garden, hunting for squashes and turning compost.  We enjoyed putting on the skit, and also were glad the teens played soccer and capture the flag with us.  All of us had a great time and also hope the adults and teens enjoyed it too.










